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Komagata Maru (1914-2014)
Last Friday, Trustee Hayes and |, had the privilege of attending the Komagata Maru - 100t
Anniversary Commemoration Event hosted by SFU Harbour Centre.

It was on May 23, 1914 when the Japanese Ship Komagata Maru entered Burrard Inlet carrying 376
passengers, primarily Sikhs and some Hindus and Muslims from the Indian sub-continent who were all
British subjects. Upon arrival, the passengers were detained by Canadian Immigration, not granted
permission to land, and asked to stay anchored in the harbour. They faced many hardships
including lack of food or clean water. They were denied medical attention, communication with
their families and proper legal counsel. After two months, the Komagata Maru passengers were
forced to return to India where they faced persecution
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